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1, Some of the villages on the Lutsk area (juGQS“N/Zéoiq'E, are old. German
or Czech colenist settlemenis. Until 1641 the private faras jceated in25X1
Pclish territory prior o 1935 remuined Lteored under Loviet
regime. In connection with the enforced reseitienmcnts alter the wer,
the Polish populition was vepluced by Usranians from the ferer Polish
State territcry {(continued until 1948/1949) who subsequenily operated
the Polish farms. Collectivism started in 1948 and in early 1954 only
o very fow privaiely-owned farms were left over. Althoush, on the
whole the “ollkho.e systeon as an enforced orgunization was toleruted uy
the rural population, the ardent wish for the individu.l hendling of
the farms still existed. The runor after the war, according tc which
llarshal Zhukov had advocated, althoush in vain the raintroduction of
private faruin , was characteristic of the situaticon. Sirce only a
very few naw buildings vers erscted in comnaction with the collective
measares, the old farm buildings were still in use.

2, In the syring of 1954, the nerger of itwe or three kolkhoses to forr cne
supe rv&oluaose, and, which .lter J4ulin'g death, had set in clso in
the Lutck area, was nct yet *v‘oleted, These measures rauvlted in a
con¢1hethl= ccenfusicn of . ond, as a result of the
vesettling operations, caus sreat ang wnons the poprliation. Dven
the promise of better conditioans of ljfe in the super-kolshoses by
establishing ambulance stations, kinderzartens :nd similar institutions,
could not remove this ill humer. Nor were the promises ¢f the New Course
succassful cr could the appeal Por greater initiative os the privately-
-owned forms achieve any success, as the farmers were afraid of the
imposition of increased guotas.

3. Part of the region on the 3tyr River in Volhynia is swanpy and clayey.
3eing very rich,; the soll ihere is particularly suiiled Tor the
cultivaticn of wheat. In the past few years the cultivetion of sugar
beets has considerably oxpanded in the Lutsk region. Live stock was
rather pocr. The kolkhoses themselves h:d only very smull herds of
cattle and it was strictly ‘orbidden to sluurhter young cattie. During
the winter the fodder conditisa was extriuely bed in certain areas.
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All agricultural labor on the kolkhoses was carried out by the

mechanical trzotor stations (MTS), which, however, did rot do well

because they chiefly were bent on fulfilling the prescribed quota.
Frictions were unavoidable as in such cases the kolkhoses refused

to pay the laborers the prearranged wages. As a result of contimaous
dey-and-nigh' work, the machines and tractors of the MT'S were overstressed
and, as replacement parts frequently were unavailable, general overhaul
of tha machines was possible only in winters. As a result, the machines
freguently failed.

The labor efficiency of kolkhosniki were laid down as daily output
(trudodyen) which, however, exceeded an actusl daily output, and the
result was that the average kolkhosnik reached a yearly average of

80 to 100 deyworks, while 2 specialist, e.g. a blackomith was oredited
150 day works. The cash wages per day work were 2.80 rubles, while the
additional grain allowance, differed bdetween 400 and 800 graxs for the
various kolkhoaes. The amount of the grain allowance which depended on
the fulfilment of the quota fixed by the state and the payment in kind

to the MTS, by no means metthe demand of bread so that the kolkhosnik:
fraquently bought their bread in town after early Pebruury, provided that
they had encugh ready money. ‘‘any Kolkhoses could only avoid starvation
by steeling grain. In addition, they collected herbe to make soups during
the period they were short of bread. The crop from the small plot
belonging to the privately-owned farm was left to the kolkhosnik even

if he did nct fulfill the quota and was s only means of subsistance.

There was a most serious shortage of laborers at the kolkhoses, and
foolish operation, low working morale end diascipline worsened the
situation. Nany a farmer migrated to the town because of low wages at
the iolkhoses. Promises to encourage and spur the kclkhosniki, made

by the agents of the central committees in Lutsk, remsined unsucoessful.
Poor results also were realized by-temtatively employing town workers
from affiliated plants or affiliated administration during the pesk
periods mostly on Sundays, as tha drafted men only reluctantly performed
this additional. and unpaid Sunday work. The kolkhoses were completely
unable t¢ organize this sudden affluence of laborers.

The privately-owned plot surface allotted tc one laborer was 0.25

hektar for two laborers 0.40 hektar and keeping one cow and two hogs also was
granted {one hektar - 2.47 acres). Potatoes were almost exclusively
cultivated year in, year out and, ss no change of fruit was provided and
no fertilizers or appropriate seed corn were supplied, the anmual crops
dropped considerably in the course of time. Since no pastures, dbut only way
balks were available and, in addition, goat milk was not deliverablae, the
kolkhosniki preferred keeping a goat in lieu of a cow, and since food

for the hogs generally was insufficient in gquantity, they preferred keeping
rabbita instoad of the the second pig. The cfficial annual tax for 0.40
hektar wes 60C rubles cash down and 16 kilograms of meat to be paid for,

400 eggs at the price of 180 rubles, and 120 liters of milk par cow. For

the products in excess of the deliveruble atate quota the prices the kolkhoenik

obtained in the free marked averaged 45 rubles per center of potatoes sold
in fall,; 150 rubles for tha same weight of potatoes sold in spring; 4.80
rubleas for 10 summer eggs , up to 18 rubles for 10 winter egge, 16 rubles
for one kilogram of butter in summer, and 40 rubles in winter,up to 40 rubles
for summer bacon and up to 20 to 22 rubles for 1 kilogram of bacon in winter,
22 rubles for 1 kilogram of meat in summer and i8 rubles in winter; between
14 and 15 ruvles for one kilogram of mutton, 9 or 15 rubles for a rabbit

fur pius 3 poundes of flour.
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The inereasing migration from the country to the town observed
throughout the entire period of reference was caused b, better

Liwvirg conditicns and higher wages in town, quite apar: from the
enzicing wifers of wages on the part of the industry. The agricultural
vorker couid give notice and had to be discharged if he provided a
substitute. Tna kolkhose was entitled to refuse a discharge appiied for;
un the other nand, it was possible to give notice twice or taree timeas
when a Labor court decided on the cese. On being discharged from the
armad forces, veterans cou.d freely chcose their pl:ce cf work, that

ia. change {rom previous farming work to another occupation. Moscow,
Leningrad and Kiev were subject to special immigration rules. In future,
Taruers, 1racior operaiors, combine drivars. bhlacksr-:iths, and similar
wlote-1icensed gpecialists hud to remain with the faruing occupation.

In future medicalr deotors end technicians hailing from farming districts
wi:l have to exercise their profession in the country for a certain number
of years afuer finishing their professional training.

Since the appeal for volunteering for the new-land action met with only
little favor compalsory drefts were effectsd in the koikhowes and
trading enterprises after definite guotas had been jampos2é  Voluntesrs
nad t¢ be rolaeased by the koikhoses More than nhelf of the trainees of
the tractor driveres courses finished in Lutsk an earcy 1954, were
ggsigned Lo thoe nee laand districis.

dre.d suppiy m the town oi Lutsk has d2en sulficient since the spring of
19535 prior to thoet time there ware alweys queuea waiting at the shops.

In 1952, tne bread supply was worse than in 19%1. In 1954, the price for

v kflogrsm of gray bresd was 1,4 to 2 rubles. Fine white flour was issued
S FEE R S ys in sots of * kiiograms. As ‘o potatoes the
griusitoe oo soecfesontaizrerc of the population was adopied in early 1954
i she Letsh dilmericy, the Tirms and administrations allocating lots of
0.7 to 0. 04 hektare to the.r workers and employees. In sumzer, the supply
of wmeat was poor as cattle were slaughtered only in winter. Better supply
of' butter was then a compensation.

AT

The suppiy sizuation in the WSSR is not unifeosm. Industriai centers and
large towns are helter gupplied than small pilaces ani ths country. As the
supply of counodivies was rether good in Luzk. the inhabitants of villages
and the rural towns used Lo go shopping there. Formerly several
sreferential shopz wore aviildle for pariy bossea, members of the district
adninistration and the famiiies of officers. Wwith the ex-eption of one
large shop, these shops have sieanwhile been liguidatad. Although on the
sncie, ihs supply situation had improved in the past few years, it still
ief” much to be desired in the country.

The rolitwlng 3 & it of thne monthly sarmings of the working population
i

Laoiney sponmg of 1954

Charwonan 24C rubels
Watchinan J80 to X20 rubels
Woman hoepital ward 310 rubles

Sick aquree 355 rubles

Sick nuros of Lhres 375 rubles

years training

Medical assistant, 45C to 470 rubles

midwife
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M¥adical ducior {:mmediately af texr graduation) 450 rublee
" {after 3 years) 600 "
" (after 6 yenrs) 700 "
" Tafter 19 veara) 1200 "
Loussrucy Lo Lesanician 500 "
Congisruci.on enginecy 120G - 1800
Zenetrueiion worker 350 - 500 "
Storekeepur 580 "
Lockemith 400 - 450 "
Tag scnduntor 350 - 400 "
Faiircad monductor 600 v
Snief guaxnd TG0 "
Jtatior nitencant 450 "

356 = 400 "

700 )

500 “
LT, T Con isaving school) 450 "
" Lat'ter some years) 700 #
Chie! hoo'kaeper oco - 100C ¢
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